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YR@Hn-Eress and the CIA N\

e m*é'ﬂmznugqnzresmnal irritation
e Agency which

c

alping Information abroad, For & leng time Con
ress has felt that the agency also is too secretive
n Washington. And now the Senate Rules Com
ittee has favorably reported a bill by Senatoy
pMike Mansfield, Montana Demuocrat, for the ap{
pointment of a “watchdog” committee,

This 15 a situation which should be handled
vith cool, corimon sense and not with emotiong
-unning high. The Rules Committee €omplains
hat secrecy "now beclouds everything nboui
[CIA, its cost, its personnel, its efficiency, it
fallures, An aura of superiorily has been built up
bround it. It Is freed from practically every or-
Hinary form of congressional review.”

That any agency should function without re
ponsibility to Congress—and so to the sovereign|
beople — goes against constitutional principles)
et the world we live in demands some espio-
1age and counter»esp!onage new and distastéfﬁ!

usted to the grim dlctates of H-bombs and fn'fér-
ontinental hombérs. ~ Since the nation hardly
an fake a blind chance on survival, there must]
pe compromise between ideals and realities.
The Joint Atomlc Energy Committee offers]
ome guidance here. At least 5o long as atomic
processes were an American monopoly, it also)
vas desirable to maintain secrecy eveén when
Congress was asked to appropriate billions. The|
oint committee met this dilemma. Because ade]
uate information was given to a limited number;
f trusted Senators and Representatives, Con
fross was able to vpte funds with a sense of re.
ponsibility, and 1t was possible at the same]
ime to aveid airing all the activities of the AEC]

in debates on Capitol Hill. Why cmnot this for|
ula be fully applied to the CIA?

Secrecy so complete that it recognizes no re}
ponsibility to Congress is not consistent witl
popular government. But democracy is not so in|
lexible that it cannot solve a problem such ag
hat of the CIA with minimum risk. And thg
roblem should be sensibly worked out hecausd
failure to do so could build up a resentmeny.
which might end by casting prudence and_ wis|
dom {o the windy,

-+ .
* ol

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP70-00058R000100050065-4

ottt i




